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hen goalkeeper ’\hﬁﬂpeb N(,Mel. turned out for Bolton Wanderers in March 1900, he began a tradition that would see
South Africa provide more footballers to Britain than any country other than France and the Netherlands.

BN \ifred Waller British settlersand military officers introduced footbolth South Africainthe 19th century. However, before the 1990s,
i g:;me;& first % ' | White ployers and black ployers rorely met ,andno blod( South Africans were signed by British clubs until 1956.

prosis o) ) " NexttoplayinEnglandwas kg Beﬂﬁ who |oined Manchester United in 1903. Bell had Scottish parents and

footballer, f .
solon Wandees. ) | 7ol playedfor Scotland. He helpedUnitedwin the League in 1908 and the FACupin 1909,
" Thefirst African team to play outside Afnco was theOrange Free State Basotho Tourists, made up of black
South Africans. They toured Britain and France in 1899, just as the South African War (the Second
Anglo-Boer War) was about to begin. The conflict was between the British, who ruled most of South
Africa, and the Boers of Dutch origin, who wanted their own independent homeland within South
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7 Africa. The Basotho Tourists were treated as figures of fun by the press - until war broke out, leading
’T'”" \ ‘ to a respectful curiosity as to which side black South Africans would take in the conflict.
7 ' In 1924, a white South Africa FAteam (the ‘Springboks’) toured Britain. Liverpool signed several South

Africans, after the Springboks beatthem 5-2, including 60,.30;; .Hobq;ou, who became Liverpool’s top
Alec Bell joins

_ goalscorer, scoring 17 hat-tricks. Manchester

ited.
From 1948, with apartheid (separate development) now official government policy in South Africa, football, like the rest of gre;“faelps them |
society, was under even greater pressure to divide along colour lines. Many laws were brought in to divide people. M e

1925 L World%larz left Britain with a shortage of good footballers. Again clubs looked to South Africa for talent. Charlton signed

ﬁg:ldon : av’ o1 white South Africans between 1945 and 1959. They were cheap, because they were amateurs athome, so no transfer fees!
gson,
gl In 1956, Coventry City signed winger $teveKalamazo0 ' Wokone, who became the firstblack 1957
J : Souﬂ:Aﬁ-lcon player ullowecpobrood after waiting 3 years for a passport while police -~ EZITLIS
is anti-apartheid activities. One of his friends was the future Archbishop and Nobel { ] et

Peace Pnze wmner Desmond Tulu Despite a prormslgfg start, Mokone didn"t settle at Coventry ond the followmng PP“”““‘;

! Dunnq this troubled time, Gerry Francis signed | 1957usumngerforLeeds United. Francis, who had African and 1 VI o el
-’ Asian parents, played overﬁp games for Leeds, scoring nine goals, before ;ou‘img York City. N G Lf;; tf;r;: :!;z};li(nswth
In 1961, Leeds signed winger A {lext / * Johauneson from Germiston Colliers. ' | B cuopean .

oz!nq skills. During the 1963-64 seosorf hewas Leeds’
thefirst black playerto playin on FA Cup final. Albert

' Johanneson soon won over fans with his ¢
top scorer with 15 goals, andin 1965

\Q Trugicdlly, hedied alonely, penniless alcohoti naleeds coungl»ﬂoﬂn 1995. :
: From the 1960s to the mid 1990s, only a handful of South African footbollers came to the UK. South Africa was

o ooy S D 175  chancestoshow off their talents to the world. The counlrywcls pcnned from the Olympics
Leeds United’s b ¥ : N @ :_: and boycotted in many ways by other countries. '
A Albert : } :

dhosstn;. N AYE 7L, Amongmefewwhooametou\euxdurlnqme197&«180:.%608? v;ﬂpeu(lpSWICh),
t

il C A N\ T Cuaig Fohugton (Liverpool), Bruce Grobbelaar Liverpool)andthe Stein brothers Buisn,

?ﬂﬁ; inan _;f" \  Edwiu and Wakk. Brian eventually played for England, while Mark played for Chelsea. All the Stein

tradition - their father, Isiaih Stein, was an unti—apoﬂﬁiid activist, who served time as a political prisoner. Sack Soutk Afsican frisn |

\ Stein plays for England.
In 1990, Nelson Mandela was released from prison after 26 years, as South Africa signalled its intention
to abandon the apartheid system, and in 1992 FIFAlifted its ban. 1994 saw the first general electionin

1081

Bruce Grobbelaar
signs for Liverpool
for £250,000.

; .f '} whichblack people could vote, and Mondela became President, representing the African National &tg?aihe
Congress. Alsoin 1994 Leeds signed _Luca; km)eﬁe fromihel(olzer Chiefs and P‘ue ’“ﬁ-ﬂl@d from Mamelodi Sundowns. Big]:s Jo’r I.ee;lhs ’
nited from the

Radebe later captained both club and country. South Africa was onoé moreableto ploy international football and players Kasior Ehiare.
could travel more freely. ' 4 -
The power of sport to unite people across racial divides was llll.istrated when SouihAﬁ-lco hosted
and won, the rugby World Cup in 1995 and the African Cup ofﬂaﬁ"ons in1996.

I Inthe early 21stcentury, with Qumtou ?op.tuue at Manchester United,

Stephen Pienaan starringforEvertonand Aaron okoens
captain of both Portsmouth and Bafana Bafana, South Africans

again feature atthe highestlevel in British football. h_.
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Stephen Pienaar e

plays for Everton | L ; Quinton Fortune makes 77

in 2009 FA Cup (" = W £ appearances for Manchester United
Final. i ; SEGS from 1999 to 2006.
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unites
racism divides
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This poster is based on the exhibition ‘Offside: Kick lqnomnce Out, Football Unites, Racism Divides’, on disployot the District Six Museum, Buitenkant Street, Cope Town, South Africain 2010.
A collaboration between Football Unites, Racism Divides, Kick It Out, The British Council and the District SbcMuseum
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