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However, there haye been Mmajor
Successes, The On-off saga of funding

Welcome to the
2011 edition of
FURD s ‘Unity’
Newsletter!

‘Football Unites, RET
Divides’ js 5 youth and socia| Our new ‘One-A(r initiative, fundeq
oo profect and chariy P o g
based in Sheffield Which

works locally, nationally
and internationally to
combat racijsm and increase
understanding between
different Communitjes,

Howard Holmes
Director of FURD

Mix Centre
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ther through
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Through Vinvo
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All is not lost, however, and in recognition of the
importance of involving volunteers in our organisation,

FURD will continue to support young people who are
|l be made possible by
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It looks very likely that the programme will run
for at least another 2 years; subject to meeting
certain funding conditions. FURD has run a
highly successful PF programme for the past
6 years, and this continuation of funding in the
current difficult economic climate is testament
to how well the programme has performed,
both locally and nationally.

The FURD PF project continues to work with
young people aged between 10 and 19 years
from around Sheffield - many of whom come
from deprived communities.

FURD PF provides a wide and varied range
of exciting and rewarding activities for young
people to get involved in, which include: sports,
music, holiday programmes, trips, residentials
and educational workshops. Knock-on effects
have meant many of the young people taking
up training opportunities, both informal and
accredited, and volunteering with FURD.

Interview with Akaash
Munir from Sharrow
Blades, a FURD
supported 5-a-side
football team

How did you first become
involved in playing football?
“l used to watch football on TV as a
kid and aspired to be a footballer one
day. | started to become involved in
the FURD Sunday coaching sessions
at Mount Pleasant Park. The coaches
recognised that some of us were
quite skilful, at the same time we
also felt that we were pretty good.
We also felt that it was natural for us
to become involved on a competitive
basis and move onto the next level.

What happened next?

We spoke to our coaches and the
staff at FURD to see whether they
were prepared to sponsor us to
enter a league. We contacted Goals
and, luckily for us, there was a
league starting the week after that
we could join.

How have you progressed in
the league?

We started off brilliant, demolishing
all the teams. For the most part of
the season we were on top of the
league winning all of our matches;
unfortunately we lost one and drew
one. This has left us joint first with
another team.

So what now?

We are going to discuss with FURD's
head coach our next steps, perhaps
even setting up an 11 a side team, or
maybe join another league.

What have you gained
from this experience?
Personally | have gained in
confidence; | have become a better
team player and improved my
footballing skills.”

U-Mix Ce
this will 0
the project

do

ffer a P

What aré
in Y



OUR
EDUCATION
WORK
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to help. Our website www.furd.org contains
lots of information about our work and the
subjects we work with. |f you can't find what
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FURD, in close co-operation with the
Sheffield and Hallamshire County FA
have organised the annual All Nations
tournament aimed at refugees and asylum-
seekers living in Sheffield, together with
more established communities. The event
is part of Refugee Week, and now receives
support from Sheffield City Council's
Summer of Sanctuary initiative.

So) 5o

In 2011 the tournament attracted a record entry of
15 teams, including players from Iraq, Afghanistan,
Eritrea, Yemen, Somalia, Ghana, Congo, Georgia and
Bangladesh. Following a tense penalty shoot-out after
a 1-1 scoreline against a young Sharrow United side
in the final, Yemeni Stars deservedly won the trophy
at their ninth attempt! Councillor Jackie Drayton, a
longstanding supporter of FURD and the All Nations,
presented the medals and trophies.

Together with our County FA partners we are planning an
expansion of the All Nations format, with regular leagues
being organized as well as the annual tournament.
Meanwhile several teams are being helped to participate
in affiliated football. The U-Mix facility will act as the base
for future All Nations initiatives, hopefully starting with
the 10th All Nations tournament in June 2012.

For more information contact
Desbon Bushiri at FURD



|I. FOOTBALL COACHING AT FURD

FURD offers coaching
opportunities to  young
people across Sheffield,
in particular those
from disadvantaged
communities. Our main
coaching centre is the
Sheffield United Academy
at Shirecliffe, though the
eagerly-anticipated U-Mix
centre at Lowfields will
operate as the main base
for FURD's future coaching.

Desbon Bushiri is now
in charge of all coaching
at FURD, following Keith
Ward becoming full-time
co-ordinator  with  the

Sheffield United Kickz
project.

To date two FURD
referrals, Kyle Walker
and Liban Abdi, have
graduated to Sheffield

United's first team. Kyle,
now at Tottenham Hotspur,
has since progressed to
the full England squad
and starred in the 2011

European Under 21
finals in  Switzerland.
Meanwhile Liban has

moved to Hungarian side
Ferencvaros, and scored
a stunning goal against
Aalesunds FK of Norway in
the Europa League second
qualifying round in June
2011. Their success is an
inspiration for the staff,
coaches and young people
at FURD.

For enquiries about any part
of our work, contact:
enquiries@furd.org

Football Unites, Racism Divides
The Stables Connexions Centre
Sharrow Lane

Sheffield

S11 8AE

England

Tel: 0114 2553156

www.furd.org

Following discussions between Desbon Bushiri,
Talent Identification Officer Luis Silva and SUFC
Academy manager John Pemberton, we are now
concentrating on feeding players in the 9-14
years age group to Sheffield United.

This year, FURD has more than doubled the
number of players - 9 - in SUFC Academy
Development Squads. Two FURD referrals
have been signed as Academy players and are
currently playing in the Under-10 squad.

FURD’s regular coaching sessions are held at
Sheffield United Academy, Firshill Crescent, on
Sundays: 2.30-4.30pm for 6-14 year olds and
4.30-6.30pm for 15’s and over. There is currently
a charge of £1 a session.

SPONSORS AND FUNDERS:

=
A -~ [
2
-
Y
o | fare
yiweo 0

LOTTERY FUNDED

nnlgallrnunﬂalm
g @ @
A8

¢ Y INVESTOR

v ¥
WEARE ‘NRAINETIN:

Council

Shgfﬁeld

FURD mentorship
and training through
football

Football Unites aims to
increase participation
in the football industry,
not only for players but
also for coaches and
volunteers. In 2011,
FURD in partnership with
Sheffield and Hallamshire
County FA organised its
first FA level 1 Certificate in
Coaching Football course,
with fifteen young people
and FURD volunteers
participating in the one
week course and qualifying
for this important first step
in football coaching.

Football for women
and girls

In June 2011, FURD
was awarded a £5,000
grant from the Football
Foundation’s ‘Grow the
Game’ fund to develop
football opportunities
for women and girls. The
two-year grant is to set
up and run an under-12
girls” team and an adult
women’'s team. FURD
would like to thank
volunteer Lereece Wilson
for successfully applying
for the grant. Anyone
interested in  getting
involved should contact
Desbon Bushiri at FURD.

Find us on:

[

Twitter.com/furdday

Facebook.com
f (Football Unites,
Racism Divides)

You Tllha YouTube.com/

furdengland

design: jamestitterton.co.uk




